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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Day of Pentecost 

12 June 2011 

Preacher 

Dr Barbara Booth 

Rector’s Warden 
Readings:  Acts 2.1–21;  Psalm 104.26-36;  1 Corint hians 12.1–13;  John 20.19–2 
 

The peace of God 
 

May I speak, and we listen, in the name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Last week, Andre asked where Jesus was after the resurrection. The answer he suggested is clearly 
echoed in Chris’s favourite book, Mister God This is Anna. The storyteller, Fynn, is discovering 
how and why Anna can so confidently say she is not frightened, why she does not seem to need the 
usual human defenses to protect a fragile sense of self. At the time, he is playing unconsciously 
with two interlinked rings of copper, a toy that he carries and fiddles with when thinking. 

“On one occasion I was holding it so that the circles stood at right angles to each other. 

Anna pointed to one of the circles and said, ‘I know what that is – that’s me.’ ‘And that’s Mister 
God,’ she said, pointing to the other. ‘Mister God goes right through my middle, and I go right 
through Mister God’s middle.’ 

“And that’s how it was, [Fynn concludes]. Anna had grasped that her proper place was in God’s 
middle, and that God’s proper place was in her middle.”  

How can this be? Jesus himself tells us in today’s gospel reading. Through the Holy Spirit. We 
need to know this as certainly as Anna, for our own sake and for the sake of Christ’s church. 

Let’s look at the scene as John paints it. The disciples are confused and frightened, locked in a 
small, defensive space ( and we can be like them at times, can’t we?). Jesus easily passes through 
their barriers and joins them. He does three important things – that transform this frightened rabble 
into the courageous disciples who went out (as we hear in Acts) among all peoples, spoke to them 
in language each could understand, and proclaimed the good news of Jesus’ saving death. 

Firstly, Jesus brings them his peace – “Peace be with you” he says. He says it twice – so it’s 
important. And be very clear – he is not making the danger of the outside world go away. Nor is he 
telling the disciples to keep a low profile, it will blow over, they can go back to their homes and live 
happily ever after, secure in the knowledge he is not really dead and they will join him after death. 
Jesus has never pretended that his coming will not bring conflict and turmoil. In Matthew 10.34 he 
says  

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 

But he does bring peace to his disciples, ‘the peace of God which surpasses all understanding’, as 
Paul describes it in his letter to the Philippians (4.7). 

This is important for us today, so important that we are reminded of it in each communion service 
in the Greeting of Peace. I worry about the Greeting of Peace. At times, I must confess, it looks and 
feels rather like intermission between the two acts of a show. A chance to catch up with someone 
you didn’t see at the beginning and might miss at the end.  

It is much, much more than this.  

Timothy Radcliffe devotes a whole chapter to the Greeting of Peace in his book “Why go to 
Church” (and, a quick reminder, both his book, and Mister God this is Anna are available from St 
Marks library in the narthex). In this chapter, Radcliffe points out that the Greeting of Peace 
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reminds us of the basis on which we are gathered together – remembering that the Greek word for 
church is ekklesia , which means gathering.  

In reminding us of the very basis of our church, he says: 

“We gather as an acceptance of the gift of Christ’s indestructible peace. We are reminded that we 
are here in church not because we are friends or because we enjoy the chummy atmosphere 
[although all that may also be true], or because we have the same theological opinions [though, 
again, we may be inclined to think that we are here because this is our preferred worship style]. No, 
[the Greeting of Peace is there to remind us that we are gathered as a church] because we are one in 
Christ’s peace.” 

The Greeting of Peace reminds us that we can and should be less flustered by tensions and 
dissension in our world, among different faiths, within the Anglican communion, within our own 
church, because we accept the gift of Christ’s peace.  

Note – it is not a subjective sensation of peace that is needed. We are simply reminding ourselves 
that if we are in Christ, we can be in peace, and therefore unflustered, even when we feel no peace. 
What a gift! 

But that is not the whole meaning of the Greeting of Peace, any more than it is the whole story of 
Jesus appearance to the disciples in John’s gospel story. 

The second thing that Jesus does is breathe on them and say “Receive the Holy Spirit”. This takes 
us – intentionally – right back to Genesis, when God breathes life into Adam’s nostrils. What is 
happening in this scene from John’s gospel is a new creation, a new life. Paul makes this clear in his 
letter to the Galatians 2.19a–20a: 

“I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me”.  

We are back to Andre’s message that Jesus now resides in each of us, to Anna’s discovery that God 
is “in my middle”, and of course, if in “my” middle, then in everyone else’s middle too. In the 
Greeting of Peace, we face the reality that God is in our middle and we are in God’s middle. As we 
speak on our breath the words of the Greeting of Peace to each other, it is God’s Spirit in us 
greeting God’s Spirit in the other.  

Sharing the peace of Christ subverts our isolationist identities ranged over against anyone else. We 
become one as the Body of Christ. We do not blend together into an amorphous whole, we retain 
our separate bodies but also one body. We see ourselves, our community in each person we greet, 
all sharing in the gift of Christ’s peace. 

We need to treasure our diversity in this one body, to value the range of giftedness and spiritual 
styles we each bring, as Paul reminds us in today’s reading from 1 Corinthians 12. 

 

At 8am 

[So in this service, after the Greeting of Peace, we will be singing our offertory hymn 182, Bring 
many names. As we sing each verse, I want each and every one of you to be singing in your heart 
and mind (only, we won’t be singing in parts) to those in our church community that are described 
in the hymn as embodiments of our loving God. So, men, sing the verse about strong mother God 
for all the women in our congregation. And women, treasure all the men as warm father God. Those 
who feel younger, sing in praise to all who are old aching God among us. And may we all lift our 
voices in thanksgiving for those who embody our young growing God, eager, on the move. Let us 
also listen closely to hear what God and our congregation are valuing in us. And in the final verse, 
we will sing to our great living God, who is closer yet than breathing, whom we meet each Sunday 
in the Greeting of Peace.] 

At 10am 

[We have been reminded of this already in our service, as we started by singing that I am the 
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church! You are the church! We are the church together! We reminded ourselves that we’re many 
kinds of people, that I count if I am ninety or nine or just a baby. We will remind ourselves of this 
again in the Greeting of Peace.] 

But we may not stop here. In his meeting with the disciples, Jesus does one more thing, and we lose 
everything if we leave this part out. As he gifts his followers with his peace, he commissions them. 
He sends them out, into the far from peaceful world, in the power of the Holy Spirit. And make no 
mistake, there is power there. What we do and say in Christ’s name matters. We who come to 
church, who share in Christ’s peace, who greet God in each other, do not then wander off like the 
slow relaxed breath of a body that has simply been comforted in God’s love. Nor do we leave 
reluctantly like the final breaths of a tired or dying body of Christ.  

We go out with joy, in the power of the Spirit. We go out – with intent – into the tensions of 
international conflicts, global warming, poverty and inequality, disagreements among work 
colleagues or friends or family or even fellow parishioners, carrying the gift of Christ’s peace for 
ourselves and for others. 

Let us pray. 

Holy Spirit of the living God 
you are the breath of life to each of us 
and to Christ’s body here in South Hurstville, 
our church of St Marks. 
May we know your presence in our worship today, 
May we meet you in each other 
in the Greeting of Peace. 
May we not shrink from your empowering love 
but know and use the gifts you give to each of us, 
so we may bear much fruit  
in the service of your Kingdom. Amen. 

_____________________________ 


